_Qondi_, Elvis and Me )

Bob and the Elvis Girls at the Viva Elvis show in Las Vegas

The sad truth is | worship my heroes from afar with the hopes that some day | will get to meet
them and tell them how they made a difference in my life. Condoleezza Rice is one those people
and strange but true so is Elvis.

My chance to meet Condi and Elvis both in one week just seemed too good to be true. But there
they were both in Las Vegas at the same time while | would be attending the Western Petroleum
Marketers Association Convention and Trade Show.

The WPMA had booked Condoleezza Rice to give the keynote address at their annual
convention held at the Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas in February 2010. Meanwhile the Cirque de
Soleil was premiering the Viva Elvis show at the Aria Theater in the brand new City Center
complex located on the Strip during the same week as our convention.

Alas my chance to meet Dr. Rice to ask her a question for my article or for that matter take a
picture of her was thwarted by the security detail in the ballroom. She apparently had inserted a
clause in her speaker's contract restricting the press from attending or any pictures, video or
recording being taken during her speech.

My pleas to make an exception, placed with the proper authorities of the WMPA, fell on deaf ears.
| tried to make a stand be for my first amendment rights to free speech in a very vocal manner
with the powers to be. But to no avail even after | got ticked off and let it be known that | did not
travel all the way from my home in Terry, Montana just to be handled in this shabby way.

My noise succeeded only in attracting the attention of the security people assigned to her who
after a quick confab decided that | should be removed from the baliroom. Unfortunately for them |
was video recording the goings on and they backed off reluctantly leaving it to the WPMA people
to deal with the situation.

Less | digress the Elvis encounter went completely as planned. Our party arrived at the Aria
Theater to attend the Viva Elvis show with seats two rows in from center stage. | asked the usher
for permission to take pictures and she politely informed that | would be able to up until the time






