Crude Oil — A Bridge to Our Renewable Energy Future
The Real Story Behind the Bakken Oil Formation

Dateline: Terry, Montana
July 13, 2009 1:00 PM MDT
By: Bob van der Valk

President Obama is being invited to spend some of his time in his own back
yard to rub shoulders with the oil workers of Montana and North Dakota to check
on their progress for increasing domestic crude oil production.

The President would be able to obtain greater insight on how to solve this
country’s energy needs for the immediate future. Brett Smelser, owner of Border
Steel and Recycling, who is the mayor of Sidney, Montana as well, would like to
have a chance to speak to him directly about the local effort in making our nation
energy independent. He is actively involved in his state’s effort about getting the
message out on how to best develop the Bakken’s rich mineral deposits

Exploration for crude oil in the Bakken Oil Formation is rapidly being expanded
and its output is expected to expand exponentially as long as oil prices remain
above $60 a barrel. The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) figures it could yield up
to 3.65 billion barrels of recoverable oil with additional reserves possible using
even more sophisticated and as yet not invented methods. It is the largest oil
field in the continental U.S. but it does not come close to the roughly 60 billion
barrels of existing proven reserves discovered in the North Slope of Alaska.

The President will learn that oil is the “Life-blood of America” and a national
energy policy, not based on politics as usual, is urgently required. What would
happen if we had another energy crisis occurs and the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) decides to cut us off again? Our
generation still remembers the days of gasoline allocation, even and odd days
buying of gasoline and pulling up to the gas station behind the “last car in line”
during two energy crises of the 1970’s.

In addition to having been the mayor of Sidney since 2002, Mr. Smelser was
appointed to the Montana Board of Oil and Gas Conservation by Governor Brian
Schweitzer in 2007 and serves in his current term until 2011. He spoke to me
about the need for cooperation between the different state and federal






