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Samuel Johnson said: "Hell is paved with good intentions." It seems that saying
applies to unhappy independent service station owners in California today. They made
it a through a down turn in the economy and barely survived a recession that is still
taking its toll.

Then along comes the bad news in the form of inaction by the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) on the letter from Governor Schwarzenegger requesting a delay or
holiday in the implementation date set for the Enhanced Vapor Recovery Phase 11
regulation.

Air Quality Management District personnel have been out in force in the field for the last
10 days. They have been writing up their Notices of Violation to any service station
property owner not meeting the mandated April 1, 2009 deadline.

Collateral damage has been caused in the form of gas stations and truck stops being
forced to lock up their gasoline pumps or worse yet shut down their whole facility. By
CARB’s own count about 5% of the gas stations, designated as Gasoline Dispensing
Facilities (GDF), have already done just that.

The number of stations being reported as being in compliance by CARB and the Air
Districts are confusing at best.

In some cases stations with pulled permits are already being counted as being in
compliance when in fact they have not yet been fully certified. A good faith effort
apparently suffices just to make their numbers look better.

By any count almost 40% of the 11,500 California gas stations have not fully complied
with the EVR Phase II regulation. Of that number about 1,000 are expected to hang up
their nozzles for the last time and lock up their pumps by December 31, 2009. That is the
drop dead date by which station owners will have to make the investment to install the
vapor enhancement equipment or be shut down by the air districts.

Fines are being imposed based on the level of compliance and volume of gasoline
pumped ranging anywhere from $1,000 to $4,000 per month for each station.

Apparently this was meant to serve as notice by the regulators to recalcitrant owners, who
did not heed the warnings given out as early as 2000, that the rule would be enforced.
Fact of the matter is that the regulation passed through the approval process by CARB
and the California legislature without those technologies even being in place.






